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Our Core Values Assembl
Theme this week is:

Teamwork

When I'is replaced
by ‘We’, even
lliness’ becomes
‘Wellness',

MALCOLM X

THOUGHT FOR THE
WEEK

6 You don’t get
HARM@NY

when everybody sings
the same note. —poug fioyd 59

Is it progress if a
cannibal uses a

fork?

Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

Progress is often seen as educabfigréshaps societydsholy grail. It is endlessly

demanded of everyone, and understandatityesidea of learning or developing
without progress would be absurd. However, as in Lec's delightful quote abg
implies, the concept of progress needs to be carefully and collectively under
teachers and pupils alikeorder forit to be meaningful.
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At Hurstmerewe are immersed in pupils' levels of progress, but we never ignore
\ypesof progress made. There are different kinds of progress in the process of
learning, for exampladvances in knowledge, understanding, processes, motivat
breadth or depth of topic, skills or social and emotional abilities. As | walk aroun
the school, | notice first hand all the progress being made. For example, in d Ma
revisionlesson | visited this week, the teacher made it clear to the pupils that fee
of uncertainty ostucknessre a natural part of learning and an integral part o
moving forwards in their understanding. | can almost describe it as the teacher
celebrating confusion, where 'daring to get stuck' or 'stepping into the realm of
confusion' is acknowledged as the beginning of learning, not the end of it! | havi
observed this week members of the pastoral team reminding pupils to acknowle
their achievementthose important little successes that have punctuated their da

Pupils go through a whole array of emotiona daily basisome of which theyre
experiencing for the first time. For example, tackling a mountain of subject revis
andthe loom of assessments would be tough on anyone. Then add hormon
changessocial pressures and new experiences to the mix. It truly is
everythingeverywhere all at ond®ur R Trails school values enables our boys
have the attitudes, skills and behaviours that underpin success in school an
they give the pupils the ability to respond to setbacks, work well with others,
relationships, communicate effectively, manage emotions, and cope with diff
situationsHurstmereSchool is not an exam factory; we place great importanc
our pupils' wider developmeldttmatelyas a school, we avoid the pitfalls of me
valuing what it measurable, as opposed to measuring what is really valued.
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Enjoy reading our newsletter, which is packed with examples of the good pr
the pupils and the school are making.
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Happy Father's Day on Sunday to all dads and father figures.

Lynn Bennett
Principal
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Mr. Dye

Meet the Year 7 Pastoral Team

Thirteen years ago, my parents would have been at home receiving neustiékers
this one,about eventand newsit HurstmereSchool; now | am writing a bit about
myself for you all to read... how times have changed!

Raising Standards Lead@wy first job in teaching was at Northfleet Technology College, after four years at tt

for Year 7

University of Greenwich. | have been teachiHgistmeresince 2017, specialising in
PE and Maths.

This year, it has been a pleasure to be the coach of the Year 10 Football teams al
part of their successes. It was such a shame to lose on penalties in the National F
I look forward to going one step further next year! The Year 8 Cricket team have |
successful start to their campaign and are looking to build on their success in the
Kent competition. | have also been lucky enough this year to be a part of the Skiir
Iceland Trips, however, | think the less said about my skiing ability, the better!
Outside of school, | am sad to say my glittering football career ended abruptly. Ho
| am now a level 6 qualified referee and officiate in the SCEFL and Kent County L
on a Saturday and the SELKENT League on a Sunday.

As an expupil, I loved attendingurstmerel am proud to be back here teaching and
giving the guidance that was once bestowed on me.

To the pupils in Year 7, | want to say:

"Well done! Starting a secondary schoalasiating prospect, but | think you have all
been incredible. You should be protithestartyou have made, and | look forward to
guiding you though the next four yeangoof time aHurstmerel know that you will

all be successful in your own indivicgg)."

Mr Williams, Form Tutor for 7 Sidney/X

My name i8Ar Williams, and | am an English TeachetuastmereSchool. Before
Hurstmerel trained at Cleeve Park School and The Orchards Academy. | have alv
loved English, and have always known | wanted to be a teacher. Althayigé |

wasnodot the best pupil, bdmiratiom knel dondep  t
They had such influence on my day and | wanted to have that sort of impact on
people.

When | became a teacher, | made it my mission to try to positively impact every p
could, especially for those pupils who seem to be having a bit of a rough day. As :
child, I know that one simple conversation with a teacher can massively improve &
day. Throughout my timektirstmereso far, myavouritemoments are when | see
some of my pupils elated. | hope that | get to see many more of those days in the
future.

Mr Parkinson, Form Tutor for7 Caxton/X

0Sir, have Wathst ad wlagrs?deieswr @a questi ol
the answer is, "no". Throughoumy career, | have been a Trainee Environmental
Health Officer, Internal Control Officer, Operations Manager, Group Marketing
Director, Head of Interactive TV and Consultant. My employers were Local Author
an entrepreneurial stagi, a media giant (News International), ITV and my own

company.
The followon question is then asked with some bemusémeStehy did you
become Mathst eacher 26 Si mpl vy, I had a gr ea

to instill and excite pupils in the great opportunities that lie ahead of them. Having
Mathsdegree, the obvious route into doing this was to teach to enable me to help
get the best possible grade in the subjacdtmereboys are some of the best around
and it is great working alongside my excellent colleagues in helping them get the \
best starts to their lives.



Meet the Year 7 Pastoral Team

Mrs Nunes, Form Tutor for 7 Chaucer/ X

Hello, | amMrs Nunes, seconith-schargen the English department. | have worked
atHurstmerdor over 20 years and this is the fifth time | have been a Year 7 form
tutor. It is a part of my job which | enjoy as | watch pupils change and grow into
young men, helping and guiding them on their way; it is very rewarding.

| began teaching at the age of tldtying many different jobs and travelling during
my twenties. | have always had a passion for reading and writing which is why |
studied literature at university. It was then an obvious choice to put those passio
good use and become an English teacher.

Outside of school, | take great pleasure in spending time with my family and of
course, reading widely. | enjoy watching @ighpporting Wales, which is a
challenge! | also love eating out at fancy restaurants when the budget allows!
My time here feels like a career well $pieig a challenging job, but | relish being

in the classroom, sharing my enjoyment of reading and studying literature with
pupils, in a special place kkegstmere

Mr Watson, Form Tutor for7 Caxton/ Y

lamMrWat s on, Form Tutor of 7 Caxton Y
Hurstmerend being part of an amazing Sci
about science and how we learn; | enjoy sharing my understanding of the nature
science witpupils andleveloping their own scientific knowledfye philosophy is

one of valuingach pupil as an individual and aslaaroer in a larger collective
learning environmeritbelieve that all pupils should be offered every opportinity
study Science and to fulfil their potential, irrespective of prior experience.

)‘ Miss Whiteland, Form Tutor for7 Sidney/ Y

It is a pleasure to jokturstmereSchool as a Teacher of Art and Form Tutor to 7
Shisd n e VIY Yeu I have got a great form at
to come. | completed my teacher trainitduastmereae nd | 6 m pr oud
| such a special place. | am enjoying getting to know the boys and taking them or
| their creative journeys!

Mr Cottrell, Form Tutor for 7 Cobham X

My name i8/r Cottrell, and | teach Physical EducatidfiuastmereSchool. | am also
the proud Form Tutor of 7 Cobham X. | have been workidgratmerdor just

under 3 years, and the time has flown by! | initially startéarstimergourney when

| attended the school in 2009 as a pupil, leaving in 2014. For my Flyeanscaé |
was given endless opportunities and made countless memories; | am hoping the
current pupils can experience the same journey | had and make lifelong friends
memories.

| studied Physical and Spocompldedmyc at i
teacher training at Kingston University. My dissertation at university focused on
psychological demands faced by footballers at elite youth level. | chose this diss
because | have a strong interest in football; | currently play football on Saturday:
Sundays, because like most pupisii@tmere | simply cannot get enough of it! |
also keep myself entertained (or sometimes, not) by watching my beloved footb:
teamCrystal Palace, and watching cricket on the TV or at the Oval. | also enjoy
keeping myself fit and healthy at the gym.




Meet the Year 7 Pastoral Team

Miss Sporidis, Form Tutor for 7 Cobham/ Y

I'm MissSporidisand | teach English heretairstmereHowever, | have not always been

a teacher. After doing my degree in English Literature and my Masters in American
Literature, frealisedvhat | really loved was theatre. But | was not an aotdéhad a

whole other career as a Marketing Consultant and used to work for the London Film
Festival (yes, | did meet a lot of Hollywood stars!) and the Barbican Centre and Soho
Theatre to name but a few. It was great fun.

Since training to be teach@n, no longer going to glamorous first nightg who needs

that when you have a great form group? No red carpets, but we have Astroturf! Seriou
though, teaching has been a great privilege. I've loved watching my form grow up in frc
of me over the last year and | still get a buzz pupishave thataha!" momerar

actually smile at one of Shakespeare's jokes. He was actually préity Athyears has
killed quite a few of his best laughs.

House Captain Election

The voting was VERY close this year, and in one case there were 2 votes separating the candidates!
It is our great pleasure to announce the new House Captains are...
Caxton Captain Brogan S Vice Captain Boris |
Chaucefaptain Liam H Vice Captain Jack V
CobhamCaptain William T

SidneyCaptain Ben R Vice Captain Issac L




Take a sneak peek into our Ye

Science7b/Scl class are currently studying energy in their science lessons. As part of thisarepeey thegabout
energy transfer by radiation. They carried out a practical investigation to find out whether more heat is emitted tf
silver can or a black can. This invojuaiting hot water in the two cans and accurately monitoring the change in
temperature over 10 minutes, and then comparing their results.

a— : : | ==y
Geography:Year 7 pupils were completing their End of Year Exam which covered a range of topics, including Ge
Trade and the Coastline. Pupils were answering a range of questions to demonstrate their knowledge and unde
these topics. The exam is designed to assess their ability to remember the content and to demonstrate their unc
of the topic when having to apply it to an unknown situation. The pupils spent time in lessons preparing for the
assessment and were provided with a range of revision tools/resources to help them prepare.
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Food Technology:Year 7 pupils were taught how to become competent in a range of cooking processes such a
selecting and preparing ingredients, using utensils and electrical equipment and how to adapt their own recipes

Music: Pupils are learning ientify Pitch, Rhythm/Duration, Tempo, Timbre/ Instrumentation, Structure, Texture .
Dynamics aurally. They will also learn to describe what they hear using musical vocabulary. Furthermore, they
demonstrate understanding by emulating these elements in composition and performance.




Take a sneak peek i nto our Ye

In this lesson, Year 7s are writing their end ofFyeach examMs Lambert is so proud of how hard the boys have
worked during their first yearfirstmere Before the exam, boys are given revision support by going over some o
key vocabulary they have learnt throughout the year. Once these exam papers have been markeldl hehes @upils
DIRT (Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Tles=pon,which enables the boys to assess their own achievemel
or where they may need to review their learning outcomes.

The pupils were introduced to new characters in the play and were looking at the relationships between the cf
Previous lessongere focused on ensuring the pupils understand the complex language that was used by Shak
In this lesson in particular, the pupils were introduced to lambic Pentameter. They started by fully understandi
identify and what constitutes as lambic pentameter, which includes understanding the rhythm and rhyme of th
well as the length, and even how it looks on the page.

Once this was achieved, the pupils began writing their own sentences in lambic Pentameter. The pupils loved
as they all began clapping in the time of the lambic Pentameter to check whether they had achieved the task.

_fan wninns 3 ‘




Take a sneak

peek into our Ye

Art: The pictures below show Year 7 artists at work on their paintings. Their work is based on pattern and symr

and is inspired by drawing South Asian artefacts. The pupils also studied the work of the contemporary artist D
Beattie (who is also antgdrstmeregupil).

"I really like Art
because you can
draw world
artefacts."

"1 dve always |iked
having the chance to be creative.
Phoenix B

"| get to create stuff and be
inventive."

Callum A

"Art is so good, you never run out of

options, as there is always something more
you can do."

Jonathan G

"1 dm r e aArtliVy fawwied a
drawing was of a Mexican statue
Evan B




Year 7 Honours Programme

Pupils undertook their | ast O0semiPogramineon gl ac
The session focused on the impact of climate change in the Arctic and Antarctica, and how melting
glaciers will impact us in the future. Pupils were very engaged with lots of discussions taking place
on how this would affect different countries all over the warllonksfieldhas been blown

away by the ability of the pupils to think critically and engage in a challenging topic of geography.

Year 7 Hand®n Project

This yearHurstmereopened its very own Apiary!

We started with 2 hives and within the first 2 wikettscolonies had killed and started
to replace their queens. We left them to it and luckily, they producepezkd
gueenghat now head both colonies. The bees were inspected by over 30 pupils las

summer term from YearslZ and a number of staff too. Many puptigrned and
“ hr V@ helped extract the honey and jar it. In recognition for their hard work, the boys wer
Bees & Schools . gifted gar of the delicious honey that our bees produced (it really was the best hon

had ever tasted). The beekeeping season starts again in April, and | will be looking
pupils to join our club! Before that we shall be making frames and new stands in
anticipation! Buzzing for ité

Mr Wright

If anyone has any wellington boots they can donate, we would appreciate them for our visits to the bees.

Caution Live Hurstmere Bees at
work!
DO NOT ENTER




And the Principal Reward goes to...
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Year 7

James C, Charlie A, Jacob F, Matteo C, Farris K, Dillion M, Ismail S, Henry H, Lucas N, Elliott B, Oliver A, Olive
Gustaw N, Thomas J, Jack HolnvesiarS, Harrison D, Luke D and Phoenix B have been nominateelfBelief
andAmbition, for writing a short dystopian story which has been published in a book, for the Honours Programm
Zac H, George D and Louie H have been nominatékhibition andLeadershipin recognition for their woidkuring
Lunchtime News Club

Year 8
Bobby L was nominated fRespectandintegrity, shown in French lessons.

Year 9
Zander L was nominated f8elfBelief andAmbition in recognition for completing over 20 quizzes on the Accelerat
Reading programme.

Year 10

Luke B was nominated f8elfBelief andAmbition, achieving a grade 9 in his latest key piece.

Shawn Z, William H, Daniel W, JaclSRahantl* and William L wergominatedor Ambition and are making
excellent progress in Triple Science Physics.



JackPetchyAwards

Five boys in Year 9 (Ashton, Elliott, Geoiigmpusara nd Ben) f ormed a band call e
continued to enjoy working in Studio Fi yperformedonl¥ ng
June 2023, representitigrstmereSchool in the Ja@etchyAward Ceremony at the Orchard Theatre.




We asked our Year 7s what advice they had for the incoming year group...

Enjoy Year 7 as
year; dondot be nge
you'll soon find your way
around and meet friends.
Lewis M
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Choose good, well
behaved friends, so you
don't get into trouble.
Charlie D

Be yourself, work hard and listen in
class.
Kai U

Stay focused and always try your
best.
Ollie S

Speak to teachers if you have a
problem, as they care about you.

Hurstmerds really cool, but there
are strict teachess you have to
listen and do your work.
Harry

| remember being scared
aboutstartingsecondary school, but
it s r e aAftdrgcodpieafe no
weeksyou'll know how things work
and realise itods
Daniel

|
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Just be yourself and always be a
nice person. Ask for help if you
need it.

:.‘!l_!lll'l. Teddy




