“SUMMER
IS THE
PERFECT TIME
TO RESET AND
RECHARGE."”

Hello Summer

S ome of the finest moments are
D nscripted. Some of the sweetest
Memories are found Tn the

Most vnexpected corners.

€ mbrace the mystery, as that's where

R eal happlness resides.

As another successful academic year draws to a close, | would like
to thank our students, staff, parents and carers for the part they
have all played in making Hurstmere such a vibrant, caring and
successful school community.

This newsletter celebrates just some of the many highlights from
the past year. From inspiring learning in the classroom to sporting
success, educational visits, work experience and enrichment
opportunities, our students have embraced every challenge with
enthusiasm, resilience and ambition. Their achievements, both in
and beyond school, continue to reflect the values that make us so
proud to be the Hurstmere community.

Behind every success is the dedication of our exceptional staff,
who work tirelessly to inspire, support and challenge our students
every day. Their commitment extends far beyond the classroom
and provides the experiences that help our boys flourish both
academically and personally.

As we celebrate another fantastic year, we also say farewell to
colleagues who are moving on to new opportunities: Mr Best, Mr
Watson, Mr Scott, Ms Hirani, Mr Ahmad, Mr Mauricasand Ms
Ramosova We thank them for the contribution they have made to
Hurstmere and wish them every success and happiness for the
future.

To our Year 11 students, congratulations on completing your
journey with us. We are immensely proud of all you have achieved
and look forward to celebrating your GCSE results with you in
August. We wish you every success and happiness as you take your
next steps.

| hope you enjoy reading this newsletter which celebrates the many
achievements of our students and staff. On behalf of everyone at
Hurstmere, thank you for your continued support, and | wish you
and your family a safe, restful and enjoyable summer break.

Lynn Bennett, Principal


http://www.hurstmere.org.uk/

A Fond Farewell to our Year 11 Students

To mark the end of an unforgettable chapter at Hurstmere School, our Year 11
students and staff came together for a special celebration afternoon. Bathed in
glorious sunshine and enjoying a delicious barbecue, it was the perfect opportunity
to relax, reflect on the past five years, and celebrate all that they have achieved
together.

Throughout the afternoon, students and staff shared memories, laughter and
heartfelt messages, while the traditional signing of shirts provided a lasting reminder
of friendships made and experiences shared. There was a genuine sense of pride,
gratitude and optimism as everyone reflected on the remarkable journey this year
group has taken.

It was a truly memorable occasion and a fitting farewell to an exceptional group of
students. We are incredibly proud of each and every one of them and wish them
every success and happiness as they embark on the next exciting chapter of their
lives.

¥> Good Friends
&

Never Say Goodbye
They Simply Say
"See You Soon"




Year 11s Preparing for Success

In the lead -up to their GCSE examinations, our Year 11 students demonstrated
outstanding commitment and determination by attending a wide range of revision
sessions and booster classes designed to support their learning. Led by our dedicated
subject specialists, these sessions provided students with expert guidance, valuable
exam preparation and the confidence to perform at their very best.

The exceptional attendance and engagement shown throughout the revision
programme reflected the determination of our students, alongside the unwavering
dedication of our staff, who generously gave their time to provide this additional
support. It is this shared commitment to success that makes us so proud of the

nity.
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The Moment Had Arri vedé Year

As the examination season began, our Year 11 students gathered one final time
before making their way to the exam hall. Mrs Davis reminded students of the JCQ
examination regulations, ensuring everyone understood the expectations and
procedures to help the exams run smoothly.

Each subject Curriculum Leader then shared some final words of encouragement and
practical advice, offering reassurance and reminding students of all the hard work
and preparation they had put in throughout the year. Before students left for their
examinations, Mrs Davis wished them every success, encouraging them to believe in
themselves, stay calm and give their very best.
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Take a Sneak Peek Into Our Classrooms

Science in Action

Mr Watson's Year 9 students brought their learning to life as they carried out a GCSE -
required practical investigating electrolysis. The lesson provided an excellent
opportunity for students to develop their practical laboratory skills, deepen their
understanding of key scientific concepts and apply their learning in a hands -on
environment. It was fantastic to see such focus, teamwork and enthusiasm as
students embraced the challenge and curiosity of scientific discovery.

Learning about Faith in RE

Year 10 Religious Education students have been deepening their understanding of
Buddhism by exploring the significance of key figures within Mahayana traditions.
Through engaging discussion and thoughtful enquiry, students examined how these
figures represent compassion, healing and enlightenment, while developing their
understanding of Buddhist beliefs and practices. The lessons encouraged students
to reflect on different worldviews, fostering curiosity, respect and a greater
appreciation of the diversity of faith.




Take a Sneak Peek Into Our Classrooms
Problem Solving in Maths

Year 8 students have been developing their algebraic thinking in Maths as they
explored the nth term of linear sequences with Mr Ahmad. Through engaging
activities and problem -solving tasks, students identified patterns, wrote algebraic
expressions and applied their learning to increasingly challenging questions. It has
been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they developed their mathematical
reasoning sKills.

Bowled Over by Cricket

Year 7 students have been developing their cricket skills in PE with Mr Wright,
building their understanding of the game while refining their bowling techniques.
Through teamwork, practice and perseverance, students have grown in confidence
as they improved their accuracy, control and overall game awareness. It has been
fantastic to see such enthusiasm, determination and enjoyment throughout the
unit.

Year 10 Art students have been showcasing their creativity through their Vanitas
project, exploring the symbolism behind a range of everyday objects. Using a variety of
media, including pencil, soft pastels, watercolours and acrylic paint, students have
developed their artistic techniques while producing thoughtful and imaginative pieces.
It has been wonderful to see their creativity, skill and confidence flourish throughout
this inspiring project.



Take a Sneak Peek Into Our Classrooms

Preparing For Success in Geography

Mr Monksfield's class have worked hard to prepare for their end -of-year assessments
through focused revision and retrieval activities. By revisiting key topics and
consolidating their knowledge, students have strengthened their understanding and
built the confidence needed to approach their examinations with success.

Testing for Food Groups in Science

Year 8 students brought Science to life as they investigated the nutrients found in a
variety of everyday foods. Through practical testing and careful observation,
students developed their laboratory skills while exploring how to identify
carbohydrates, proteins and fats. The lesson encouraged scientific thinking and

teamwork, making learning engaging.

Chemical Analysis in Science

Year 10 students have been applying their scientific knowledge through practical
Chemistry investigations as they prepare for their upcoming GCSEs. By exploring
the properties of different cations, students strengthened their practical skills

while deepening their understanding of key chemical concepts. The lesson provided
an excellent opportunity to develop analytical thinking and reinforce learning

through hands-on investigation.
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Take a Sneak Peek Into Our Classrooms

Food Preparation in Action

Year 10 Food Technology students have been developing their practical culinary skills
by | earning how to prepare and fillet a
demonstration, students worked independently, demonstrating impressive

confidence, precision and care as they applied their new skills. The lesson provided
an excellent opportunity to build technical expertise while preparing students for

future practical assessments.

~ Students recently took part in the Maximising Success revision
workshop, an engaging session designed to help them develop

Maximising effective revision habits and study techniques. The workshop
Success provided practical strategies to improve memory,
Part | © organisation and time management, enabling students to

approach assessments and examinations with greater
confidence. By learning how to revise smarter rather than
harder, students were encouraged to take a proactive
» approach to their learning and maximise their potential
‘ ~ across all subjects. The session was both informative and
| motivating, equipping students with valuable skills that will
support their academic success now and in the future.




Unlocking a Love of Reading

We were delighted to welcome a group of students from Chislehurst and Sidcup
Grammar School, who visited Hurstmere each week over a six-week period to support
our reading programme. Working with small groups of students, they shared stories,
listened to reading and helped to build confidence and enjoyment through books.

It was wonderful to see our students become so engaged, with many eager to keep
reading and reluctant to put their books down. The sessions highlighted the positive
impact that reading can have on confidence, vocabulary and a lifelong love of

learning. We are incredibly grateful to our visitors for giving their time and making
such a difference to our stud

Coastal Explorers

Year 10 Geography students enjoyed a valuable day of fieldwork on the coast,
investigating longshore drift and coastal management. Working with enthusiasm and
determination, students collected and analysed data while applying their classroom
learning in a real -world environment. After a productive day of fieldwork, students
rounded off the visit with a well -earned ice cream and a game of crazy golf, making
the experience both educational and memorable.




Preparing for the Duke of Edinburgh Challenge

Our Year 9 students prepared for their Duke of Edinburgh expedition by taking part
in a practice day designed to develop their confidence, teamwork and outdoor skills.
From navigation and route planning to problem -solving and collaboration, students
embraced every challenge with enthusiasm and determination, demonstrating the
resilience and independence that the Duke of Edinburgh’'s Award promotes.

The experience provided an excellent foundation as students prepared for their
gualifying expedition.

The Expedition Challenge Begins

Following their preparation, our Year 9 students successfully completed their Duke of
Edinburgh expedition at Comp Wood Scout Campsite in Sevenoaks. Over two days and
an overnight camp, students demonstrated teamwork and independence as they put
their navigation and camping skills into practice.

Congratulations to all our students for embracing the challenge with enthusiasm and

representing Hurstmere so positively.




Inspiring Future Careers

Our annual Careers Fair was a tremendous success, with an excellent turnout of employers and
organisations from a wide range of industries. Students had the opportunity to speak directly with
professionals, gaining valuable insights into different career pathways and future opportunities.
Throughout the event, our students engaged enthusiastically, asking thoughtful questions and
showing a genuine interest in learning more about the world of work. Feedback from our boys was
overwhelmingly positive, with many commenting on how informative and inspiring the experience
had been. We would like to thank all of the businesses and organisations who gave up their time to
support the event and help our students explore their future aspirations. Their contribution played a
key role in making the day such a valuable and memorable experience for everyone involved.

The Howard Academy Trust

M We celebrated the incredible founding members of

y® the Hurstmere Trading Club fi a group of remarkable

young people who have shown enterprise, resilience
and ambition far beyond their years.

Since the start of the
club in February, our
students have
collectively earned
short of £10,000
through their own
research and
investments. That's real
money, real decisions,
and real results.

A huge thank you to
Marco Evans and Sam
Priddy from LGT
Private Banking for
their continuous
support, expertise and
belief in the next
generation of investors.

Lol
Every single one of the founding members should be ™ *
incredibly proud of what you have achieved. Go out
there, keep investing in yourselves, and remember

0Believe and Achieve0 .

Mr. Mahmoudi, Head of Business Studies



3% Enrichment Day 2026 &A Fantastic Day of Learning Beyond the Classroom! 3%

On Monday 29th June, students enjoyed an exciting and varied Enrichment Day
packed with opportunities to learn, challenge themselves and have fun.

A Year 7 took part in Time Attack activities that tested their teamwork, problem -
solving and resilience;

A Year 8 enjoyed a range of energetic PE activities designed to promote fitness and
collaboration;

A Year 9 visited the Natural History Museum, where they explored fascinating
exhibits and brought their learning to life beyond the classroom;

A Year 10 participated in inspiring Face the Future workshops, delivered by Talk The
Talk in association with the Jack Petchey Foundation, helping students to build
confidence, communication skills and aspirations for the future.

The day was a tremendous success, with students embracing every opportunity on
offer and thoroughly enjoying their experiences. It was wonderful to see such
enthusiasm, engagement and positivity throughout the school. Well done to all
students and staff who helped make the day so memorable!




Making a Difference with 06Fi|

Year 7 students showcased outstanding creativity, compassion and teamwork during
this year's First Give Grand Final. Each form group delivered thoughtful presentations,
demonstrating their commitment to supporting charities and making a positive impact
within their communities.

Congratulations to the winning form, who raised an incredible £1,000 for Stop Hate

UK through their fundraising efforts. The event was a wonderful celebration of social
action, highlighting the enthusiasm, generosity and determination of our students to
make a real difference.

HALO Project Success

A massive congratulations to a fantastic group of Hurstmere students who have
successfully completed the HALO Project. Working alongside the London Fire Brigade,
the MET Police, the boys demonstrated exceptional commitment and teamwork
throughout the programme.

They were pushed to their limits, tackling demanding challenges while wearing full
firefighting kit during extreme weather conditions. Throughout the course, they
represented Hurstmere School impeccably, showing a positive attitude that has made
us all incredibly proud. A special thank you goes to Nobby from the London Fire
Brigade and PC Parrott from the MET Police for their dedication, support, and
inspiration throughout the project. Their guidance helped make this an unforgettable
experience for our students. Well done to all involved dyou are a credit to
yourselves, your families, and our school community!




Enterprise Day 2026 dlInnovation, Teamwork and Community Spirit

Enterprise Day 2026 was an exciting and inspiring event that saw students take on
the role of young entrepreneurs. Working collaboratively in teams, students
developed innovative products and service ideas, assigned business roles, designed
marketing campaigns, and created stalls to showcase and sell their ideas to staff and
fellow students. As well as raising money for their chosen charities, students
demonstrated outstanding creativity, teamwork, and problem -solving skills
throughout the day.




Enterprise Day Winners Enjoy Their Reward!

@) Congratulations to 7 Caxton X, the proud winners of our Enterprise Day
Competition! Through their hard work, teamwork and entrepreneurial spirit,
they raised the highest amount of money on the day, meaning the profits will
now go to their chosen charity.

As a reward for their fantastic efforts, the boys enjoyed a well -deserved trip to
Bexleyheath Bowling Alley, where they spent a fun -filled few hours celebrating
their success together.

Well done, boys da fantastic achievement and a brilliant example of teamwork
and enterprise in action!




| nfl at abl es Reward Sessi oHurst®@geodn s o r

As a special reward, 40 students hand-picked by their RSL, enjoyed an action -packed
hour on the inflatables, kindly provided by the Friends of Hurstmere. Judging by the
smiles and feedback, the boys had a fantastic time and were hugely appreciative of
this well -deserved treat!

Rewards Prize Draw

Our annual Rewards Prize Draw was a fantastic celebration of student achievement,
attendance and positive contributions across the school. Students earned entries
through excellent achievement points, Golden Tickets and outstanding attendance,
with the top 25% in each year group qualifying alongside those who achieved 100%
attendance.

The live draw, streamed across the school via Microsoft Teams, created a real sense
of excitement as winners were selected using a live prize wheel. With fantastic
prizes, including a GT Avalanche mountain bike, a Nintendo Switch 2 and Amazon
vouchers, it was a memorable occasion that recognised and celebrated the hard
work, commitment and success of our students throughout the year.

&) Congratulations to all students who qualified, demonstrating impressive
commitment, resilience and ambition throughout the term.

€2 KS3 Winners 1st 8Jack W (Y9)
2nd 0 Xander C (Y7)
3rd 8Azaan K (Y7) o

€2 KS4 Winners 1st dDillan P (Y10) -
2nd 0Rayan L (Y10)
3rd dTunde O (Y10)

Well done to all our winners!



Celebrating Excellence: The Principal Rewards Winners Announced

Congratulations to the winners of the Principal Rewards. Presented every Friday morning by Mrs Bennett,
these awards honour students who have been nominated by staff for outstanding achievements or for
exemplifying our school values.

Well done to all our deserving recipients!

Week Ending 24.4.2026

Year 7 8Harrison H for Resilience PRINCIPAL
Kabeer N for Ambition

Year 8 3Thomas H for Self-Belief \a o Cod
Tommy S for Respect & ?’

Year 98Jack Y for Respect FREE MEAL & DESSERT,
Sonny K, Barnaby L & Senan W for Ambition P(L)H?s'QKE.gy J:I i

THE GREAT WORK!

Year 10 dLewis M for Ambition

Year 11 0 Andrew S for Resilience
Daniel R for Self-Belief

WELL
DO El i

Week Ending 1.5.2026 E—

Year 7 d0scar S for Respect and Ambition
Danial E for Resilience

Year 8 9Ben W, Louis D, Leo E and Oliver D for Ambition
Year 9 dJacob N and Zach B for SelfBelief

Year 10 dLouie S for Ambition
Olly S for Integrity and Teamwork

Year 11 dWill M, Sam W and Harry B for Ambition

50




Celebrating Excellence: The Principal Rewards Winners Announced

Week Ending 8.5.2026

Year 7 dAydin F for Respect
Fletcher B for Resilience
Oscar S for Respect and Ambition

Year 8 d Sami B for Integrity
Ellis G for Integrity
Oliver D for Ambition

Year 9 0 Alfie H for Resilience

Year 10 dHarry M for Self-Belief
Louie S for Ambition

Week Ending 15.5.2026

Year 7 dRonny B for Leadership
Denzel O and Freddie M for Integrity

Year 8 Eric S for Integrity
Jonny L for Ambition

Year 9 0 Alfie H for Resilience
Raffy G for Teamwork

Year 10 dGeorge C and Evan B for Integrity

Year 11 dWill M and Memphis A for Ambition and Self-Belief
Zavier B for Self-Belief




