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As we draw the academic year to a close, I want to express my deepest thanks to 

our students, staff, and families for making this year a truly memorable one for 

Hurstmere.

Last week, we were delighted to receive highly positive feedback during the Trustõs 

Academy Review Visit, which recognised the strong progress we are making in all 

areas of the schoolõs work. The report reflected what we know to be true: that 

Hurstmere is a school on a clear journey of improvement, powered by ambition and 

shaped by teamwork.

In this edition of our newsletter, youõll see these values in action across every 

page, from Learning in Action , which showcases the engagement in our classrooms, 

to Learning for Life , where our students build character, confidence and essential 

skills beyond the curriculum.

Weõve also taken great pride in Celebrating Excellence, recognising achievement in 

its many forms, whether in academics, sport, the arts or personal growth. Youõll 

see a Culture of Celebration reflected throughout the newsletter, from exceptional 

student accomplishments to the countless moments where hard work and kindness 

have been rewarded. Through our School Life Snapshot section and Building 

Cultural Capital Through Enriched Experiences section, we celebrate the vibrant 

daily life of Hurstmere where trips, events, performances and projects create 

memories that last a lifetime. This has been a year full of unforgettable moments.

We also say goodbye to our Year 11 students and their families. Watching them 

grow into capable, thoughtful young men has been a privilege. We thank their 

families for their partnership over the years and wish every student success as they 

move on to the next stage of their journey. They remain part of the Hurstmere

family, always.

We also say farewell and thank you to a number of staff: Mr McDonald, Mr Harris, 

Miss Payne, Mr Newell, Miss Okri, Ms Ramsay, Miss Dent, Ms Groucher, Ms Green, 

Miss Franiack, Ms Nedelcu, and Shannon Harvey, our Place2Be Practitioner. 

Although Shannon is moving on, we remain committed to student wellbeing and will 

continue to offer emotional support using the resources available to us.

Lastly, I would like to thank our incredible staff for their unwavering dedication 

throughout the year. Whether through their teaching, pastoral care, or tireless 

behind-the-scenes work, their contribution has been exceptional;  it is because of 

them that we continue to grow in strength.

Wishing you all a restful summer break. We look forward to welcoming students 

back in September, ready for another year of ambition and achievement.

Lynn Bennett, Principal

http://www.hurstmere.org.uk/


In the final stretch before their GCSE exams, our Year 11s demonstrated exceptional dedication to doing 

their very best. Many students voluntarily attended early morning booster sessions, with some even 

arriving at school as early as 7:30am to get that extra edge. Their willingness to go the extra mile was 

matched by the tireless commitment of our staff, who continued to offer support, guidance, and revision 

sessions right up to the very last exam.

As we bring this academic year to a close, it is only fitting that we begin this edition of the newsletter 

by celebrating our incredible Year 11 students. Over the past five years, they have grown into young 

men we are truly proud of ñnot just for their academic efforts, but for their resilience, character, and 

the strong example they have set for the rest of the school. They have shown us what it means to rise 

to a challenge, and we are honoured to have shared this journey with them.

Celebrating Our Class of 2025: A Journey of Resilience, Commitment & Pride

One of the most powerful examples of this year groupõs determination was their full attendance at our 

walking-talking coached exams for Maths. Every student showed up - engaged, focused, and ready to be 

work through the specimen papers. These sessions were invaluable in building confidence and ensuring 

that no one felt alone on exam day.

Moments before they stepped into the exam hall, Mrs Davis delivered a final motivational message to the 

whole year group. Her words, rooted in belief, pride, and encouragement, served as a reminder of how far 

they have come and how much we believe in their future.

To our Year 11s: thank you. Youõve made us all proud. Now go out and show the world what Hurstmere

boys can do!



Dominoõs & Determination: A Slice of Celebration for our Year 11s

We shine a light on the extraordinary commitment of our staff, not only in the classroom, but in the ways 

they go above and beyond to support and celebrate our students. As a well -deserved treat and a heartfelt 

gesture of appreciation, some of our staff surprised the Year 11s with a Dominoõs pizza treat to mark the 

end of their GCSE exams. This wasnõt just about the pizzañit was a symbol of how much we value their 

efforts and a way to show them just how much weõve enjoyed teaching them.

Itõs taken a true team effort to guide this cohort through the pressures of their final year. Staff from 

every corner of the school have played their part in helping the boys stay focused, motivated, and 

confident. This celebratory moment brought smiles and a sense of shared achievement. It was a fitting 

way to say: weõre proud of youñand weõre all in this together.



BBQ, Memories & Best Wishes: A Perfect Send -Off for our Year 11s

To mark the end of an unforgettable journey, our Year 11 students and staff came together for a joyful 

celebration afternoon. With sunshine, great food from the BBQ, and plenty of laughter, it was the 

perfect opportunity to relax, reflect, and enjoy each otherõs company one last time.

Students and staff shared memories, signed shirts with heartfelt messages, and took the time to say 

their personal thank -yous. It was a wonderful afternoon full of smiles and a real sense of Hurstmere

pride. A fitting farewell to a wonderful year group!



BBQ, Memories & Best Wishes: A Perfect Send -Off for our Year 11s

A celebration assembly, delivered by Mr Davis, RSL for Year 11, reminded the students just how proud he 

is of every single one of them. With their tutors standing proudly by their sides, the room was filled with 

warmth and support. The assembly was a wonderful mix of humour and heart. There were plenty of 

laughs, touching moments, and some very well -deserved special awards recognising the unique 

contributions and characters within the year group. 

òRemember, boys, you will always be part of the Hurstmere familyó.



Year 8 pupils in Miss Payneõs science class have been diving into the fascinating world of biological 

adaptations. As part of their studies, they explored how a wide variety of organisms and animals have 

evolved unique features to survive and thrive in their environments, from camouflaged insects in the 

rainforest to desert -dwelling animals that conserve water.

To bring their learning to life, students were tasked with designing and building 3D models of an organism 

of their choice. Each model had to showcase specific adaptations that help the creature survive in its 

natural habitat. Pupils demonstrated fantastic creativity and scientific understanding, using materials 

ranging from recycled cardboard and clay to wire and fabric and even some cakes! 

The classroom was filled with everything from polar bears with thick fur to anglerfish with bioluminescent 

lures.

Learning in Action: Unlocking the Joy of Learning in Science



Year 8 Drama students have been exploring the powerful impact of performance through a creative and 

thought -provoking project inspired by the play Mugged. Using the fictional event of a murder from the 

play as their starting point, students were tasked with developing a staged news broadcast ñbringing 

together drama, storytelling, and theatrical technique.

Pupils learned to apply Cross Cutting and Split Stage to present multiple perspectives and locations 

simultaneously. One side of the stage became a bustling newsroom, with anchors introducing the 

developing story, while the other side featured live reports from the crime scene, including interviews 

with a key witness and a police officer examining the evidence.

In their groups, students chose their roles, read through the scripts, and made decisions on movement, 

staging, and delivery. They collaborated closely, using drama techniques to build tension, highlight 

contrast, and bring their interpretations to life. The project has not only developed their performance 

skills but also encouraged teamwork, critical thinking, and a deeper understanding of dramatic 

storytelling.

Learning in Action: Chilling Fiction & Real -World Themes in English

Learning in Action:  Y8 Bring Drama to Life with 'Mugged' News Report

In English, Year 8 students in MsSporidisõsand Mr MacKenzie-Ingleõs classes have been exploring Stone 

Cold by Robert Swindells, a gripping novella that blends suspense with social commentary.

Set in London, the story follows a homeless teenager who crosses paths with a sinister serial killer. As 

well as keeping students hooked with its fast -paced plot and dual narrative style, the novel offers a 

powerful look at homelessness among young people and the challenges they face.

With plenty to discuss, analyse, and write about, students have been engaging in thought -provoking 

conversations and deepening their understanding of both storytelling and social issues.



Year 9 Maths students recently received their end -of-year assessments back as part of a focused feedback 

lesson. It was clear that many had revised thoroughly, with a large number achieving fantastic results, 

which is a true reflection of the hard work and commitment theyõve shown throughout the year.

By reviewing their papers in detail, students have been able to spot any mistakes or misconceptions, 

helping them understand what to focus on moving forward, particularly as they begin their journey 

towards GCSE Maths. Their efforts in class have been exceptional this year, and the goal now is to carry 

that same determination into Year 10!

Learning in Action: Beyond the Grades - Learning from Maths Assessments

Learning in Action: ¡Viva España! Spanish Takes Off at Hurstmere

This year saw the exciting launch of Spanish at Hurstmere, and what better way to mark the occasion than 

with an unforgettable trip to Madrid! A group of Year 7 students had the incredible opportunity to explore 

Spainõs vibrant capital cityñan experience that brought the language and culture to life.

The students represented Hurstmere brilliantly throughout the trip, showing excellent behaviour, 

positivity, and curiosity at every stop. From cultural landmarks to interactive activities, the boys 

immersed themselves fully in Spanish life, creating memories theyõll carry for years to come.

Back in the classroom, highlights from the trip were shared with other students through a fun quiz and 

lively discussions. The visit not only supported language learning but helped to spark a lasting interest in 

Spanish culture among the wider year group. With the success of this first visit, thereõs no doubt: 

Hurstmere is heading back to España next year!



In a recent Year 9 History lesson, students delved into one of the most complex and thought -provoking 

parts of their course: the Troubles in Northern Ireland. As part of the 'Making of Modern Britain' unit, the 

class explored the deep-rooted causes of the conflict and examined its impact on everyday life for 

communities on both sides. While not the lightest topic to capture on camera, itõs undoubtedly one of the 

most powerful and eye -opening. Students engaged in meaningful discussion about identity, division, and 

the long-term consequences of political unrest.

In another History lesson, Year 9 students 

explored why Britain was ready for change in 

1997, leading to the election of Tony Blair and 

the rise of ôNew Labourõ. This topic allowed 

students to examine how major political, social, 

and global events shaped the country we live in 

today.

As the lesson developed, students also looked at 

Britainõs role in the global war on terror, Blairõs 

controversial decision to invade Iraq, and the 

tragic events of the 7/7 London bombings. These 

complex and challenging topics prompted 

thoughtful discussions about leadership, legacy, 

and the impact of modern conflict.

Learning in Action: Behind the Books - Discovering the Past in History

Thank you and all your comrades 
for your brave service.

I appreciate the sacrifices you made
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ
for us and our country.

I may never fully 
understand what you 
went through, but I am 
truly grateful.

Thank you for your service, 
without the guts of your 
generation we might be under 
the control of the Nazis.

Respect for all 
the soldiers who 
fought and died 
to keep Britain a 
free country.

Thank you 
for your 
service, so 
we can live 
in peace.

Learning in Action: Remembering VE Day - Reflections from Our Students



Learning in Action: Digital Creativity Meets Real-World Problem Solving

Our Year 8 Minecraft Club has been busy reimagining Hurstmere in the digital world! Students tackled the 

challenge of recreating key areas of the school, including the Main Hall, Science labs, and Tech rooms, 

while grappling with real -world skills like measurement, spatial reasoning, and collaboration. Some 

students took on the extra challenge of building in Survival Mode, learning the value of resource 

management, patience, and perseverance as they gathered materials block by block. This hands-on 

project has brought learning to life, blending creativity, computing, and problem -solving in a way that 

truly excites.

Our Year 10 students had an inspiring and hands-on experience during

the Medical Mavericks workshop. The sessionoffered a unique glimpse into the

world of healthcare careers, giving students the opportunity to explore real

medical equipment and try out clinical skills used by professionals in the NHS.

From taking ECGsand measuring oxygen levels to using ultrasound scannersand

trying out virtual surgery tools, the workshop sparked curiosity and enthusiasm
for future careers in medicine and healthcare .

Learning in Action: Medical Mavericks Workshop



Learning in Action: Creativity, Challenge and Charity During Activities Week

This week in History, Year 7 delved into medieval society by creating their own coats of arms. They 

explored the symbolism behind colours, animals, and emblems used by knights to represent their identity, 

family heritage, and social status.

Year 7 students brought creativity into biology by decorating their own plant pots during science

lessons. As part of their work on plants and growth, they explored what plants need to thrive, then

applied their knowledge by planting seeds in their beautifully personalised pots ñ each one a

reflection of their personality and care.

Year 7 Cobham X showed brilliant 

entrepreneurial spirit by offering a 

staff car wash, raising funds for 

Cancer Research in the process.

Our Year 8 students 

showcased their baking 

talents by making and 

decorating fairy cakes ñwith 

some definite future Bake Off 

stars among them!



Learning in Action: Geography Comes to Life in Herne Bay

Year 10 students visited Herne Bay to complete vital fieldwork for their GCSEGeography studies. They

collected data on beach profiles, pebble size and groynes to investigate longshore drift and coastal

management in action. Students also completed field sketches and tackled exam-style questions to

support their preparation for next yearõsexams. After a productive day of hands-on learning, there was

just enough time to enjoy a well -earned ice cream before heading back to school!

Learning for Life: Building Skills with Little Fish Theatre

Safeguarding Workshop We were thrilled to welcome back the Little Fish Theatre Company for another

inspiring workshopñthis time with a group of Year 9 students. Their session

focused on creative, arts-based activities that helped develop vital life skills such

as communication, collaboration, and critical thinking . Through drama and

performance, students were encouraged to reflect, express, and grow in

confidence ðthis is learning for life in action.



On Thursday 19th June, we were proud to welcome the London Lifesavers Schools Programme to

Hurstmere. Our students engaged in hands-on, practical sessions focused on essential first aid and

lifesaving skills- most importantly, how to respond if someonegoes into cardiac arrest.

The programme aims to equip young people with the confidence and knowledge to act swiftly in a life -

threatening situation . Our students embraced the challenge with maturity and enthusiasm. They left the

sessionmore confident, more capable, and perhaps even ready to savea life in the future .

It was really good, I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
stuff.

My favourite part was 
using the defibrillators 
to shock the heart. I learnt some of this at cubs, 

but I realised just how much 
I had forgotten! Now I would 
feel more confident to help.

Learning for Life: First Aid Skills for the Future



On 27th June 2025, we proudly hosted a Careers Fair at Hurstmere. From Armed Response Officers to 

Chartered Surveyors and Legal Professionals, a wide range of career representatives joined us to share 

insights into their professions. Students engaged brilliantly, asking thoughtful questions and gaining 

valuable knowledge about potential future pathways. We were especially proud to receive glowing 

feedback from our guests, who praised the studentsõ maturity, curiosity, and excellent manners. Weõre 

already looking forward to our next Careers Event!

Full gallery of pictures available at ð

https://www.hurstmere -that.org.uk/specialevents/careersfair2025

Learning for Life: Shaping Futures at Our Careers Fair


